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During a March 6 interview with UPI in New York, vice president of the Justicialista (Peronist
faction) party, Julio Romero, said creditor nations and banks must assist debtor nations in creating
economic wealth toward repayment of foreign debts. Romero, was visiting relatives in New
York. When asked to describe Argentina's present situation and future prospects, the political
leader chose to concentrate on domestic politics. He said, "Argentina is...experiencing bad
financial times at the moment, but we have to believe in the future. We believe that democracy
will provide the opportunity to political parties to play their legitimate role." Romero added,
"Peronism (Justicialismo) will win in several provinces in the September 6 elections." Next, Romero
asserted that "only national unity can liberate the country." The UPI reporter pointed out that
"liberation" is a term often employed by leftist movements with revolutionary objectives. Romero
was asked what he meant by "liberation." He said, "When I speak of liberation I am referring to
resolving Argentine economic problems at the national level, with no reference to the left. Juan
Peron fought against the leftists, and was elected president three times...[This history] indicates
indicates that the great majority of Argentines reject the left." Regarding the foreign debt crisis,
Romero declared, "Argentina has always affirmed that the debt must be paid. The problem is to
develop...arrangements which make payment possible. Argentina has never refused to pay, but
we have yet to arrive at an understanding between debtors and creditors that does not provoke
domestic problems. These problems prevent us from developing viable economic programs, and do
not promote the expansion of national wealth. Creditors must help to create national wealth, and in
this way the debtors can pay."
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